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'HOW A WASHINGTON POLICE OFFICER’S INTREPID BRAVERY GAVE
 HONDURAS CONSTABULARY MORALE THAT CLEANED UP NATION

| LIEUT. STQT]" SEIZED | W HEN Lieut. William G. Stott, of this city, went to Honduras to organize th&w Mﬂﬁ A Few Rific Shells in 2 Cotton Sack and 2

| force, he found a nucleus to build u ThMereuwzre ! Constituted the F ot of
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Politics and Discontcnt, With Poorly Equipped
Police Force, Chicf Obstacle He Faced When
Sent to Central America as Director- General
of Honduras Policc—Soldiers of Republic
Were Inclined to Jeer at the Local Force
Untfl District Man Showed Them the Way.

A LIEUTENANT of our Metropolitan police force
: ' pecently was asked to organise o police department
worthy of the name in the Republic. of Honduras, Cen-
tral America. This officer was worthy of the best tra-

ditions of thg

American policeman, quick to action, slow
to anger, resourceful, determined.
He found the merest excuse for o

disciplined body of

constadulary in Honduras. He left it an outfit organized
and capable of enforcing order and protecting the public

peace.

The Washington Times asked him to write his
es for a special article. The only fault, if there

{s one, in his story is his modesty. A man who has walked
into a seething rabble drunk with rum on a fete day,
and seized the ringleader even though shot through the
face in the attempt, and who dismisses such an action
with a single paragraph, is worth listening to.

D URING the latter part of 1920, the Honduran Min-
ister at Washington on ingtructions received from
the President of Honduras ‘requested the American
State Department to use their good offices in securing

{ the services of an American Police expert for the pur-
" pose of establishing a' police school of instruction at

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, and to reorganize the police
forces of the Republic along modern lines.

land to the Capitol, a distance of
part of the trip
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the mew Di-
General of National Police
a passenger on the Nicrau,
the General in charge of the Mil-
ftary district presented his com-
pliments with the information that
his car was at our disposal for the
purpose of taking the party to the
Palms Hotel situated about a mile
up the railroad track. The car
arrived, an ordinary band ocsr
runring on the rallroad such as
is used by section hands in Amer-
foa, but provided with a seat in
front for passengers. Our trunks
were plled on behind, our parly
squeenad into the one seat, snd
with two soldiers pushing the car
we were on our way to the hotel.

The Palms hotel proved to be
a mather nice place run by en
American by the name of Burke,
who had been, as we were inforin-
od, at one time the Treasurer cf
the Btate of Louisiana and had
served in the Confederate army
as & major, leaving for Hondurss
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ty-five leagues away. Honduras
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into the oar and was on our wuy
to San Pedro, after quite a nerve-

being a man by the name nf
French, claiming American citizen-
ship, but having lived in Mexins
for some years and during the ad
ministration of President Carransa
had his property conflscated anAd
was barely able to escape with his
lifse in company with his aged
mother.

The police at San Pedro proved
to be at least a lttle cleaner than
the foroe at Puerto 'Cortes, but
thelr only equipment was an old
Remington rifle and tweniy oar-
tridges, oaried in a sack srung
across the shoulder. Arrunge-
ments were made to visit the gov
ernor of the province, who was
also military commander of the
district, this for the purpose of hav
ing him arrange for mules, .uamp
supplies and guidea for the trip
to Tegucigalpa

The govermor at Ban Pedro
proved to be a very obliging and
intelligent man and 4id everything
possible to make our stay in his
province as pleasant as pos«ible. !

After some difficulty in loading
our pack-mules on the train at
San Pedro, we re-embarked, finally
arriving in Puerto Reis, over ten
hours having elapsed In the ninety
mile trip from the sea coast. After
spending the night quartered In
the clap board hotel at this place
the mules were saddled and the
party rode away in a driving rain
dén the first lap of the mule-back
Journey to Comayauga, some 120
miles away. On arriving at Santa
Crus Iate In the evening after
being lost in the mountains several
times, quite a large number of
revolver shots were heard and it'
was belleved that we were running
into the many revolutions of Cen-
tral Amerioa, but were Informed
by the major that it was only a
erowd of bolo or drunken men who
had decided to give the director

L unif, indicated in the below, and was
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general a reception on his arrival.
From this place and after riding
three days over the mountalns
through the never ending tropical
rains, and through the towns of
Miramba, Pueblo Nueve and
Biguatepeque, inspecting the police
forces or arranging for the installa-
tion of forces we arrived at the
town of Comayauga, the ancient
capital of Honduras. Waiting for
the party was a fleet of auto-
mobliles sent by President R. Lopes
Gutteriez to convey us to Tegucl-
galpa, some seventy-six miles over
the splendid highway bulit during
the administration of President
Bertrand. The road was bulit at
a great cost, and after six years
with very little repair la still in a
good state of preservation, a strik-
ing {llustration of what the Hondu-
rans could do in the waya of im-
provements if they were so minded.
CALLS ON PRESIDENT.

On our arrival at the oapital
we were conducted to the hotel
Agurcia, a modern hotsl managed
by an American for the Agurcia
family, one of the very few mil-
lionaire famillesa of Honduras.
Shortly after our arrival, Dr.
Arthur Young ovalled at the hotal
and made arrangements for me
to be recelved by the President
at the palaos the following Mon-
day, Doctor Young being the
American financial expert sent to
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Section Nationsl Police
Amapels Hoadurks

Honduras by the American BState
Department and at the requeat of
the Honduran governmen: for
the purposs of revising the
finances of the country.

On calling at the palace we
were received by the President's
secretary, and after a few mo-
ments we were pequested to step
into the reception room to be re-
celved by the President. On en-
tering the room it was notlced
that the President was holding a
conference with his cabinet, we
were Invited to be seated and par-
take of some of the champagne
being served at the time. Doc-
tor Young presented my creden-
tials and we were told that the
matter would be taken up some
time' during the week and that I
was to make myself comfortable
at ths hotel untll that time
arrived, which actually was a
month later. During the time I
was waiting for the Chamber of
Deputies to rmatify my contract,
many oconferences wers had with
President QGutierrezs and who I
found to be a very well educated
and well Intentioned man, desir
ous of advancing the Interest of
his country, but hampered to a
great extent by the hordes of
offlce weekers glaiming some re-
ward for the part they had taken

in the revolution by which Presi-
dent Gutteriez came into power,
After taking active command of

the National Police I was to learn
that it is & case of passing oftice
seekers on to the other fellow, a
perfeot "avalanche of ex-colonels,
lleutenant colonels, captains and
lleutenants descending on the of-
fice in Central Police station,
possessing cards of recommenda-
tion from the President and Vice
President. The cards stated In
brief the applicants’ military serv-
fce and requested me to place
them In the National Police.
This I was unable to do, as the
appropriation fop the police was
limited. The office wmseekers, on
my Inabllity to place them, In
many cases secmed to think that
for some reason of my own I had
kept them out of positions which
rightfully belonged to them.

THE PLUM BRIGADE,

The police force at the capitol
consisted on paper at the time
1 took command of the Natlonal
Police of 144 men of the line and
aleven officers. After holding In-
spection It was found that gquite a
number who were drawing salary
did not glve any service, but were
attending school or engiged In
other vocations, the salary of the
police department being recelved
as a reward for political service
The police force at the time of
being taken over by the Natlonal
Police was under the commund of
Gen. Ciffereno Delgado of the

»
Lieut
Wm.G, Skt

Director Genl

Honduran.Nath

Honduran army. The general did
not take very kindly to the idea
of an American in command of
the National Police.

Major Napoleon Alcantra, =a
graduate of Tegucigalpa rilitary
academy, and who had scen serv-
ice In command of the police
forces of Puerto Cortes and San
Pedro Sula, seemad to bé thie most
likely candidate to fill his powul-
tlon. Accordingly ordera were l»-
sued from the central office for
the major to take over the cap-
itol force. On the major's arrival
at police headquarters he nas im-
mediately placed under arcest by
the general, who stated thut he
would not take orders from the Na-
tional police, The general seem-
ingly involved the situation to his
satiafaction by removing the ma-
jor's uniform and confining him
to his room, dressed in his under-
clothes. After I made a pcrﬂonll
visit to the war department wnd
on intervention by the President.
the general was shown the error
of his ways and disappeared from
the scene.

Hardly any members of the
capitol force were provided with
shoes, and they were dressed in
clothes df every descripticn, all
being supplied with an olJ Rem-
ington rifle and sack carried with
a cord acrosa the shoulders con
taining twenty rounds of .minuani

Went to Change the Styles iIn Coppers.

sens. Instead of being w protee-
tion the police were a menace.
This condition was remedied as

house, the President having to
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cause great confusion. The youths
of the town take this occasion
to engage in merriment by throw-
ing flour, mixed with water (and
in some cases powdered lime) on
the marchers.

Latin American’s being of
quick tempered dispositions,
many fights occur and quite a
few casualties. It was decided
that this would not occur this
year if it was possible to prevemt
it

ARTILLERYMEN ATTACHK.
Orders were issued to mass the

police along the line of march
and to arrest anyone causing dis-
order. A number of arrests were
made and after the youths saw
that the police meant to enforce
the law, they desisted from dis-
order with threats that they
would “get even” with the police.
On the day of the last proces-
sion it was noticed that a large
number of the members of an ar-
tillery company stationed in the
capitol were In civilian clothes.
Word was brought to police head-
quarters that the artillery was
going to attack the police as they
had done in years previous. A
request waa sent to the com-
mander of the artillery company
to cancel leave, with the informa-
tion that the same thing would
be done with the police forces of
the city. It was later learned
that the request on the military
authorities was ignored.

After the last processior had
been held and the police dismissed
with Instructions to the officers Lo
gee that the order in regard to “no
liberty’’ should be strictly enforced,
they were marched to the )olice
barracks and a guard placud own
the entrance to the barracks. The
ruffians who took part in the up-
rising seemed to think tha: this
was the opportune time to strike
their blow. Word was brought to
me at the International Club that
the artillery had begun to attachk.
On proceeding towards the ) olive
barracks and arriving at an inter-
section of two streets T not'ced u
policeman running with his rifie
in his hands. On arrtving st the
corner it was seen that he wus be-
ing pursued by a mob of severs!
hundred persons, and who Wware
discharging their revolvers in
company with Lieut. Col. Valara,
1 ordered the mob to dispersn The
mob did not pay any attenticn to
the order and we were compelled
to open fire, two of the mob being
killed at this time. BSeeing thut we
were powerless in face of the rab-
ble, it was decided to arrest the
ringleader. Accordoigly, I en erwl
the throng and made the nrrest

In" all the police seemed to be
very well pleased with the outromse,
a8 I was informed that in previous
years they had eome out s.cond
best in their encounters wi.a th-
military. This year no casusitier

pital at Tela

Mrs. Stott had developed & severs
case of nervous prostration caused,
no doubt, by her harrowing ex-
perience at Tegucigalpa. On neo-
titying the President by telegraph
of the condition of affalrs orders
were received for me to proceed
to New Orleans for medical treat-
ment. After assigning Major
Alcantara to La Celba for the pur-
pose of reorganizinz the police
force stationed there, arrange-
ments were made to return to the
United Statea.

On arriving at New Orleans it
became mnecessary to take Mrs.
Stott north. Finding it imposaible
under two months and leave grant-
od for a period of three weeks my
resignation was cabled to the
President of HonGuras and accept-
ed by him May 6, 1921, thereby
ending my experience for the time
being as director general of nation-
al police of the Republice of Hom-
duras, ,

Electrons Inseparable
From Ether Waves

REMARKABLE theory has
been evolved by Lord Clifford
of Chudleigh, the eminent British
scientist, as the result of phlio-

sophical calculations dealing with
the constitution of matter, which
is composed In all cases of elec-
trons, or negatively electrified par-
ticles, attached to.central charges
of positive electricity.

The result of his work, says
Lord Clifford, has established that
all wavelengths smaller than 34,
360 to the Inch are what we term
positive electricity, and all wave-
lengths above 68,720 and below
108,078 to the inch constitute nega-
tive electrons. The intermediate
waves, Lord CQlifford suggests,
should be called *“color electroms,”
as all shades of color are produeed
by thess waves of slectricity.

The radiations of the ether which
produce color are essential, ao
cording to the theory, to the ad-
hesion of the negative and positive
electneity which constitutes atoms.

The new theory suggests that
electrons themselves are insep
arable from ether wavea, and once
the wave-length can be found of
the radlation responsible for the
combination of any oue electron
with’ any other, we shall be able
to calculate the conditions under
whieh all 'h m nin are formed.



